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STOLEN SCULPTURE FROM CYRENE (LIBYA)
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PIERRE Bonhams
Bon ha ms TAissocIEs Lot 122: A GREEK MARBLE APHRODITE GALLERY CAHN (BASEL) 2014
Sold: Log in to view ( )
Lot 160
Lot 24 8
A Grook marble draped female figure 2{G(;c:tkhr'r;;b;:‘rj;e;gmale figure Statuette Of a Robed Woman or Goddess
mo0-6000 R o Sk i (e e 7 H. 34 cm.
¥ L gathered tigh! . .
o Marble. Eastern Greek, Late Hellenistic,
her chi i i , her
o 2nd-1st cent. B.C.
high, mounted
£7,000 - 9,000
US$11,000 - 14,000
€8,300 - 11,000
A Greek marble draped female figure E?\:if?garzlyvocsol'ecmn. Germany, formed in Provenance:
: e early .
Z.m: 4th-3rd Cemur‘y B.C. — b Formerly Collection.
Standing on an integral rectangular base, her left leg relaxed, wearing a himation draped . .
ight arm, gathered tight ac Hinzer Family, Germany, early 1970’s.
secured in a knot v r recessed hole at th
the forearm, her chiton fa i eneath, the remains of her hair on the reverse
extending down between her sh rs. 11%in (28.6cm) high, mounted 8800 euros
FOOTNOTES
Provenance:
Formerly in a European private collection formed in the early 1970s.

WHAT HAPPENED ?

During the winter 1999-2000, marble sculptures were stolen directly from the
american, archaeological storehouse in Cyrene. The thieves have never been
identified, unlike the stolen sculptures : statuette 74-423 is one of them.

HOW WAS THIS STATUETTE IDENTIFIED ?

WHY IS THIS STATUETTE A GOOD EXAMPLE ? Mainly on the internet : consultation of online
sales catalogues is a good way to find artefacts.

It illustrates on its own several characteristics of illicit traffick :

. It came from a theft and from a country in conflict

. It appears on the legal antiquities market in Europe and in the USA

. On the sales announcements its provenance is falsified

. Its original appearance has been changed : the traffickers added a head !
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